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Mrs Maria Castillo Fernandez
Head of Office

European Union Office of the European Commission
in Hong Kong and Macao

e Previous positions at the European Commission:

- Desk Officer for relations with Russia (1996-2000): in charge of political and
economic relations with Russia, mainly in the fields of non-proliferation,
WMD, human rights, investment, scientific and industrial cooperation; task
manager of technical assistance programmes to Russia in the private sector
and industrial restructuring.

* Personal data:
Born in Madrid on the 26 April 1963, Spanish nationality.
Married with three children.

e Educational Background:
University degree in law (Universidad Auténoma de Madrid), postgraduate
studies in international relations and European law (College of Europe, Bruges
- Institute of European Studies, Strasbourg).

- Legal advisor and manager of research programmes in the field of exchange

« European Commission (2000-): of EU scientists and research networks (1990-1996).

From September 2008: Head of Office of the European Union Office of the
European Commission in Hong Kong and Macao.

- Legal advisor in charge of thematic human rights issues, mainly the right of
children under European law.

2005 - 2008: Deputy Head of Mission at the EU Delegation in Seoul (Republic
of Korea) in charge of EU political relations and economic cooperation
activities with RoK and DPRK.

2000 — 2005: Principal Administrator responsible for the European
Commission’s relations with the Korean Peninsula, including both the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the Republic of Korea (RoK).

e Language knowledge:
Mother tongue Spanish; very fluent in English and French (both written and
spoken); knowledge of German and Dutch; passive knowledge of Portuguese,
Italian, Russian, Korean.
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